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COMMODORE

ERNIE JONES ejonessit@gmail.com

ots of things

have hap-

pened in the
last month, the jib
hoist is re-

about 70 in attend-
ance. Those of you
who were unable to
attend missed a

June meeting ap-
proved a recom-
mendation to in-
crease the annual

We, the two clubs,
have had an attor-
ney prepare a docu-
ment, an LLC, to de-
fine the working

paired, the
Southern
Crossing was
won by Lynn
Woodward in
Aprés Ski,
Around the
Pins was
swept by Cha-
os skippered
by Ray Wil-
son and Mei-
ers Run met
her untimely

SPECIAL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
JULY 22,2014

6:30 PM

Commodore’s Home
2182 Balboa Drive

SEE PAGE |1

Discussion and vote on entering into
an agreement with South Lake Tahoe
Yacht Club for joint operation and

management of a Club House

relationship, re-
sponsibilities
and limit of lia-
bility for actions
of the other
club for non-
club house re-
lated activities.
We are prepar-
ing an applica-
tion for the use
permit from the
City and the
Public Noticing

demise by sinking
in 500 plus feet of
water the vicinity of
the “R” mark. All
crewmen were res-
cued safely by Ex-
pressway, Eagle
and Mon Amour
with the rest of the
Beer Can fleet
standing by to as-
sist if needed. What
did not happen was
to have dredging
approved and in
progress for both
channels.

We had a joint
TGIF with the
South Lake Tahoe
Yacht Club and
there was a total of

2

great evening. Our
other social event
was a beach picnic
at Baldwin Beach
with about 15 who
braved a chilly
evening.

For an update on
the possibility of a
Club House, things
are looking favora-
ble. There was a
great response to
my letter asking for
opinions with a
67% reply. Of the
responders, 86%
were in favor of
moving ahead.
With this infor-
mation, the Execu-
tive Board at it’s

dues an additional
$100 for a total of
$200 per year ef-
fective January 1,
2015, subject to
reaching an agree-
ment with the
SLTYC on joint
management of the
facility and receiv-
ing all the approv-
als for a special
use permit from the
City and approval
from ABC to trans-
fer the liquor li-
cense. This recom-
mendation will be
brought to the gen-
eral membership
for a vote. .

www.tahoewindjammers.com

for ABC. As soon as
all of this is in place,
the lease will go into
effect and we can
have a Grand Open-
ing Celebration.

Right now we are
working on access
to the Club House
for a site visit for
both memberships. |
will keep you post-
ed. The SLTYC
Board has approved
their Club dues in-
crease and will take
it to their member-
ship at their next
meeting on July15th.

(Continued on page 1)
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REAR COMMODORE

STEVE KATZMAN sdkatzman@yahoo.com

r - N
've got a lot of  of Universal Time, soon and so forth ~ #446 sank that fate-
mixed feelings can't setasquare und so weiter. But  ful Wednesday

about the night. Every boat on
Windjammers from the water that night,
the viewpoint of Spinnaker by Mitchell the faithful beercan
having served too . . crowd, was right
many years as Sails for Ranger 23! like there and doing the
Race Commo- new, Call Tony at 577 right thing. We
dore. These peo- 5478 saved four souls and
ple refuse to learn - got them back to
anything new,can't land.
grasp the concept  line, can't count that all went away

backwards from 5, when Santana 20 Lo

THANK YOU SAILORS

Broaching a sailboat is not a new experience for me. Even being tossed into
the water has occurred before. Wednesday nights event, though, was differ-
ent. When the Santana 20, Meiers Run did not right itself after capsizing and
then sank into Davy Jones's Locker, it was a bit frightening. I'm sure there are
other words that fellow crew Mort, Dave, and Jeb, would use to describe the
situation. Fortunately we each had personal floatation, were clear of any lines
and backed away from the boat as it sank.

| don't know where each of you are with "God" or a "Higher Power", but my
God was there. | saw him in the faces of all you on boats that came quickly to
our rescue. He said to me, "Stay calm, | am here, you are in good hands".
Thanks to our fellow sailors, it wasn't long before we were all in boats, being
warmed and on our way to shore.

Thank you all, Jon Hoefer

THE FOLLOWING DATES ARE NEEDED FOR RACE COMMITTEE

1) Perpetual Regatta, Saturday and Sunday August 30 and 31, can be done as one
or two days.

2) Fannette Isle Race, Sunday September 21.
CONTACT STEVE KATZMAN:

sdkatzman@yahoo.com
to sign up.

3 www.tahoewindjammers.com
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VICE COMMODORE’S SCHEDULE

LYNN WOODWARD
Start
2014 Date Event Location Time Type of Event
Chowder Feed & Membership Dinner & Membership
Friday, March 28, 2014 Meeting Ross Groelz home 600pm |Drive
Bleu Angel Rest. Ski ; .
Friday, May 2, 2014 General Memb. Meet Run el e
Friday, May 18, 2014 Dinner & Speaker Cantina 600pm |Dinner and Meeting
Weds May 21 thru Weds |Beer Can Races every Weds
Oct 1 Night Club Mark (O) 1800 |Beer Can Course
Saturday, June 14, 2014 |Father's Day BBQ & Campout TBA 5:30 |BBQ Dinner & Cruise
Saturday, June 21, 2014 |Southern Crossing Club Mark (O) 1100 |Tahoe Cup Race
Lunch & Awards Presen-
Sunday, June 22, 2014 Southern Crossing Awards Lunch [TBA 1200 [tation
Sunday, June 29, 2014  |Around The Pins Club Mark (O) 1430 |Tahoe Cup Race
World Intergalactic Beer Can Beer Can Course - Pur-
Weds, July 2, 2014 Race Club Mark (O) 1800 |suit Race
Intergalactic Awards after race Informal Awards after
Weds, July 2, 2014 party TBA race
Tahoe City Yacht
Sat, July 12, 2014 Trans Tahoe Race Club Race
International Land sailing Champi- 3
July 12 - July 20, 2014 lonships Sl G2 & NEvEtE
Sun, July 13, 2014 Howard Stevens Race Club Mark (O) 1430 |Tahoe Cup Race
Sun, July 27, 2014 Double Handed Races Club Mark (O) 1430 |Tahoe Cup Race
Sunday, August 03, 2014 |Commodore's Cup Race Club Mark (O) 1200 |Tahoe Cup Race
Lynn Woodward's After race BBQ and re-
Sunday, August 03, 2014 |Commodore's Cup Party home 500pm |sults
Sunday, August 10, 2014 |Lady's Day Race Club Mark (O) 1430 |Club Race
Sunday, August 17, 2014 |Single Handed Races Club Mark (O) 1430 |Club Race
Sat, Aug 30, 2014 Perpetual Day 1 Club Mark (O) 1430 |Tahoe Cup Race
Sunday, August 31, 2014 |Perpetual Day 2 Club Mark (O) 1430
Sun, Sept 7, 2014 Late Summer Race Club Mark (O) 1200 |Club Race
Sat Sept 21 2014 Fannette Isle Race Club Mark (O) 1200 |Club Race
After race BBQ and re-
Sun Sept 21 2014 Fannette Isle Race Party Ernie Jones' home 5:00pm [sults

Friday, October 17, 2014

Meeting & Election of Officers

TBA

Annual Meeting & Elec-
tion
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RACE COMMITTEE SIGN UP
SEASON 2014

SOUTHERN CROSSING, * SAT JUNE 21 KURT RASMUSSEN

AROUND THE PINS, *SUN JUNE 29

WORLD AND INTERGALACTIC, WEDS JULY 2 VIOLA AND DENNIS
HOWARD STEVENS RACE, *SUN JULY 13 MORT MEIERS
DOUBLE HANDED RACES,* SUN JULY 27 MIKE ROBINSON
COMMODORES CUP RACE,*SUN AUGUST 3 GLEN KRUK

LADY'S DAY RACE, SUN AUGUST 10 DON NEWMAN
SINGLE HANDED RACE, SUN AUGUST 17 LYNN WOODWARD, ]

EANNE HORTON,
SHIRLEY HACKETT
PERPETUAL DAY 1, * SAT AUGUST 30,
PERPETUAL DAY 2, *SUN AUGUST 31
LATE SUMMER RACE, *SUN SEPT 7 DIANE MARTIN
FANNETTE ISLE RACE, *SUN SEPT 21,

*=TAHOE CUP RACE

5 www.tahoewindjammers.com
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Hi Diane,
Thank you and the Windjammers for your Adopt A Day sponsorship. I've attached the three pic-

tures | took of your group this evening.
Will probably see you at the joint Windjammers/SLTYC get together that is coming up soon.

Carol

www.tahoewindjammers.com
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RULES
RULES
RULES
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oes my

protest

flag have
to be red? Yes.
Rule 61.1(a) spe-
cifically says “red,”
so pink, purple, or-
ange and all other
colors are not ac-
ceptable.

How big does the
flag have to be?
Rule 61.1(a) does
not specify any
size requirement
for a flag; it just
says the flag must
be displayed
“conspicuously.”
According to US
Appeal 66, “The
phrase conspicu-
ously display’ must
be interpreted in
the context of the
size of the boat
displaying the flag.
An object that is
conspicuous is not
merely visible; it
‘catches one’s eye
or attention’ or is
‘obvious to the eye
or mind.” Whether
the flag is dis-
played conspicu-
ously depends on
a number of con-
siderations, Such
as the place on the

7
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DISPLAY YOUR PROTEST FLAG PROPERLY

PROTEST FLAG ADVICE

Keep your protest flag in a place
that’s easily accessible, and make sure
you know exactly where it is before
the race starts. For example, it could
be in someone’s pocket or taped to
(and rolled around) a shroud. This
way you will be able to display it as
soon as possible after an incident.

* Always carry a second red flag in
case the first one is misplaced or falls
overboard before you finish.

« If you display your protest flag for
an incident and later in the race you
have a second protestable situation,
you don’t have to fly a second flag.

» Once you put up your red flag,
forget about your protest until after
the race. It’s natural to re-hash the
situation and review the arguments
in your favor, but this distracts you
from the race.

* If you put up your protest flag and
decide later not to protest, you can
always take it down. However, if you
don’t put up your flag, you lose the
option to protest later. So if you are
considering a protest, put up your flag
right away (and hail “Protest”) and then
think about it.

boat from which the flag is displayed, its

www.tahoewindjammers.com

proximity to other
objects of the same
or a similar color
and the size of the
flag in relation to
the size of the
boat.”

Even if you have a
nice red flag that is
displayed immedi-
ately after the inci-
dent, your protest
won'’t be valid un-
less the flag is
“conspicuous.” If
the flag clips
around the shroud
and falls to the
deck, or if it hangs
off the front of your
crew’s red life jack-
et, your protest will
probably not be
valid.

Does the flag
have to be rectan-
gular? A protest
flag is often square
or rectangular, but
it can be other
shapes as well.
Code flag B (shown
above) is certainly
acceptable, but ir-
regular or dispro-
portionate shapes

may not be
“conspicuous” or
may not sufficiently

/GVCC\VN (Continued on page 9)
ay
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LAKE TAHOE WINDJAMMERS RACE SCHEDULE

I'_________________________________________________'I%p

2014 Date Event Start Time | End Time Type of Race

\1/Veds May 21 thru Weds Oct[Beer Can Races every Weds N ht 1800 2100 (Beer Can Course

Saturday Jung 21.2014  [Southem Crossing 1100 2200 |Tahoe Cup *Distance course
Sunday,June29,2014  [Around The Pins 1430 2000 |Tahoe Cup 2to 3Buoy Races
Weds, Jul2 2014 Wod Intergalactic Beer Can Race 1800 2100 |Beer Can Course +Pursuit Race
Sat,Ju 12 2014 Trans Tahoe Race Tahoe Yacht Club Race
Jul2.Ju20,2014 International Landsailing Championships Smith Creek Nevada

Sun Ju13,2014 Howard Stevens Race 1430 200 |Tahoe Cup Mid-distance course
Sun Ju27 2014 Double Handed Races 1430 2000 |Tahoe Cup+2to 3BuoyRaces
Sunday Augu 03 2014 {Commodores Cup Race 1200 1800 [Tahoe Cup *Mid-distance course
Sunday August10,2014  [LadYs Day Race 1430 2000 |Tobedecided

Sunday Augu 17,2014 [Single Handed Races 1430 2000 [Tobedecided

Sat,Aug 30,2014 Pemetual Day 1 1430 2000 [Tahoe Cup *2t0 3BuoyRaces
Sunday Auqust 31,2014 [Perpetual Day 2 1430 2000 [Tahoe Cup

Sun,Sept7 2014 Late Summer Race 1200 2000 (Tahoe Cup + Mid Distance

Sun Sept 212014 Fannette lleRace 1200 1800 {Tahoe Cup + Mid Distance

8
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(Continued from page 7) PROTEST

identify the red ob-
ject as a “flag.” IS-
AF Case 72 says,
“aflag is used as a
signal to communi-
cate the message ‘I
intend to protest.’
Only if the object
used as a flag com-
municates that
message, with little
or no possibility of
causing confusion
on the part of those
on competing
boats, will the ob-
ject qualify as a
flag. A flag must be
seen primarily to be
a flag.”

How soon do |
need to display
the flag? When
you wish to protest,

you must display a
flag “at the first rea-

sonable opportuni-
ty” after the inci-
dent.

This usually means
right away, within
roughly 20 or 30
seconds.

According to US
Sailing Appeal 82,
however, “A boat is
not obligated to
give priority to dis-
playing a protest
flag at the cost of
the crew failing to
act to keep the boat
under control or de-
laying a spinnaker
set.”

However, US Ap-
peal 67 warns that,
“Failure to display a
protest flag during
a period of time
when some mem-
ber of the crew is
not otherwise occu-
pied is a failure to

display it ‘at the first
reasonable oppor-
tunity.’ If a protest
flag is not displayed
at the first reasona-
ble opportunity, the
protest is invalid . . ”

How long do |
have to keep the
flag displayed?
In order to have a
valid protest, you
must display your

flag at the first rea-
sonable opportunity
after the incident,

and you must keep
it displayed until you
are ‘no longer rac-
ing’ (i.e. you have
finished or retired).
Are there any

times when a flag
is not required?
You don’t have to
display a flag when
a) the hull length

of your boat is less
than six meters; b)
your protest does
not concern an inci-
dent in the racing
area; ¢) you are re-
questing redress
(rule 62.2); d) you
are protesting an-
other boat for an er-
ror in sailing the
course (rule

61.1(a)(3));or e) the
incident results in
damage or injury
that is obvious to

the boats involved
(rule 61.1(a)(4)).

Can sailing in-
structions (Sls)
change the pro-
test flag require-
ments? Yes! The
Sl's can change
any of the require-
ments mentioned
above, so read
them carefully.

www.tahoewindjammers.com

SOUTHERN CROSSING

RESTART AT CAVE

ROCK

PICTURE BY ERNEST JONES
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Tahoe Sarl & Riggmg

Russ Noorda
1413
Meadow Crest Dr
530-318-4776

russdebbie@gmail.com

Sails

Repairs
Modifications
Re-Cuts
Local Distributor for Rolly Tasker

Canvas

Sail & Boat Covers
Cushions
Upholstery

Rigging 10 % Discount

10 www.tahoewindjammers.com
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(Continued from page 2) SPECIAL MEET

At The Board meet-
ing of July 3", the
Windjammer Board
voted to hold a
Special Member-
ship meeting
Tuesday, July 22,
at 6:30 pm. The
meeting will feature
a no cost Club
sponsored spaghet-
ti feed and BYOB,
in the Commo-
dore’s back yard.

The purpose of the
meeting is to dis-
cuss and vote on
entering into an
agreement with the
SLTYC for the joint
operation and man-
agement of a Club
House at 2093
James Avenue and
to accept the
LTWYC Executive
Board recommen-
dation to raise the
Regular Member-
ship annual dues to

$200 per year and
the Associate Mem-
bership dues to
$100 per year. This
increase in dues to
take effect Jan. 1,
2015. All other fees
would remain un-
changed. If anyone
has any specific
questions or con-
cerns that need to
be addressed be-
fore the meeting,
give me a call at
775-771-6869 or

email at commo-
doreltwyc@gmail.c
om

IT IS IMPORTANT
THAT EVERYONE
ATTEND THIS MEET-
ING AND CAST
YOUR VOTE.

PLEASE RSVP BY
SUNDAY EVENING
JULY 20 to commo-
doreltwyc@gmail.com.
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SPECIAL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
JULY 22,2014

6:30 PM

Commodore’s Home
2182 Balboa Drive

Discussion and vote on entering into an agreement with
South Lake Tahoe Yacht Club for joint operation and man-
agement of a Club House at 2093 James Avenue and to ac-

cept the Executive Board recommendation to raise the Reg-
ular Membership annual dues to $200 per year and the As-
sociate Membership dues to $100 per year

Spaghetti Dinner

Marinara and Meat sauces

Green Salad Garlic Bread Dessert
BYOB
FREE FREE FREE FREE

RSVP BY SUNDAY EVENING JULY 20 TO commodoreltwyc@gmail.com

www.tahoewindjammers.com
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PRESSURE DROP
A WEST COAST SAILING BLOG

The Annual Lake Tahoe Windjammers Southern Crossing was held over the
weekend in the South Lake Area with a little bit of everything
for those in attendance. The shot above by Meghan Kelly aboard Steve
Katzman's Express 27 Dianne enjoying some breeze on conditions.

But if you like no wind, they had that too, if you like light air, yes that was also
on the menu. The 23 nm race starts near Tahoe Keys, up to Rubicon Keys, down
to Cave Rock, over to Edgewood and finish back at Tahoe Keys. We just wished

they would look like they are having fun!

12 www.tahoewindjammers.com
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“SOUTHERN CROSSING” RACE RESULTS

WYC RACE RESULTS
(TIME ON TIME)
Race: Southern Crossing Date: 612172014
Race Committee: ~ Kurt Rasmussen Direction:  S-SW
SPINNAKER FLEET Speed: 9 knts
Course Number: SOX Light wind: 0.Tknts 600
Start Time (hh:mm:ss) 110500 Avg wind: 8-15 50 50
Distance (naut. miles) I Heavy wind: 15+ 480
Finish Time Elapsed  Corrected  Time Diff
P Ov  foatlome  Iwe  Salé PHRE (homs) JC  Timelny Timelw) (e
1B Apres Ski Moore 24 61 156 17:23:05 104532678 6315 66015 0.0
28  Dianne Express 2 010 AN L0MM 6102 660 OB
3B  Eagle Express 21 N0 G0 101 6180 66 309
4B  Expressway Express 21 10 0 108114 62599 6I6M 5118
58  Sancha JU W5 N AT 00010 61T 65 86
6A  Zoom Zoom Melges 24 W B 165626 LIGNES SA06  64%8 910
TA  Chaos Okon 30815 06 110534 144240406 GOOM 665 94982
BA YokeeAirPiate  Olson3) T % MRG0 1440486 6%  TIM4 167145
98  Phoenix Express2l 116 132 17:40:46 MM GRS T 190
10A  Intruder Melges 32 USA 125 A 164036 128N S T2 235609
1A Wicked Farr36  USA 005 0 163647 1302067 ST T304 251603
12A  Bandit Ji0 W 111395 LAMUSTE 6 T 25800

It was a great day for racing at Tahoe on Saturday. The annual Southern Cross-
ing had a wide variety of wind conditions. The strong winds along the South
Shore gave way to flukey breeze around Cave Rock, Turning strong again as

they headed back to the South. These conditions favored the higher PHRF boat

as reflected in the results.

Kurt Rasmussen
PRO and Race Chairman

13 www.tahoewindjammers.com
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“AROUND THE PINS” RACE RESULTS

Lake Tahoe Windjammers Yacht Club Race Results

Time on Time adjusted

6/29/2014 Committee

Event Nam Aroundthe pins  Ross Groelz ,
Course #_2 Distance _ 2.2 Wind speed (knots) (circle) 0-7.9 8-15 15+
Race # _ 1 wind factor 8-14.9 =550 15+ =480
Boat Name Type Sail # PHRF Start Time Finish Time Elapsed time wind factor Corrected time Place

( Times to be recorded in 24 hour clock format )
Class "A" Boats phrf <180
Eagle EXP 27 29 132 0.0000 600 0.0000
Chaos OLS30 30815 96 14| 35| 0] |15] 9| 28 0.5744 600 0.6091 1
Apres Ski Moore 24 61 156 14| 35| 0| |15 13| 44 0.6456 600 0.6302 2
Diane EXP 27 0 132 14| 35| 0| |15 12| 36 0.6267 600 0.6318 3
Zoom Zoom Melg 24 350 84 14| 35| 0| |15 10| 16 0.5878 600 0.6342 4
Yankee Air Pirate |OLS 30 77225 96 14| 35 0] |115] 12| 33 0.6258 600 0.6636 5
Expressway EXP 27 57 132 14| 35| 0| |15] 17| 48 0.7133 600 0.7192 6
The Phoenix EXP 27 116 132 14| 35 0] |15 18| 8 0.7189 600 0.7248 7
Course #_83 Distance _ 4.4 Wind speed (knots) (circle) 0-7.9 8-15 15+
Race # 2 wind factor 8-14.9 =550 15+ =480
Boat Name Type Sail # PHRF Start Time Finish Time Elapsed time  wind factor Corrected time Place

( Times to be recorded in 24 hour clock format )
Class "A" Boats phrf <180
Eagle EXP 27 29 132 0.0000 0.0000
Chaos OLS30 30815 96 15| 26| 3| |16] 24| 11 0.9689 600 1.0274 1
Zoom Zoom Melg 24 350 84 15| 26| 3| |16 24| 23 0.9722 600 1.0490 2
Yankee Air Pirate |OLS 30 77225 96 15| 26 3] |16| 26| 59 1.0156 600 1.0768 3
Apres Ski Moore 24 61 156 15| 26| 3| |16]| 34| 7 1.1344 600 1.1074 4
Diane EXP 27 0 132 15| 26| 3| |16 33| 52 1.1303 600 1.1395 5
Expressway EXP 27 57 132 15| 26| 3| |16]| 36| 38 1.1764 600 1.1860 6
The Phoenix EXP 27 116 132 15| 28| 3| |16] 37| 51 1.1967 600 1.2085 7
Course# 5 Distance _ 3.3 Wind speed (knots) (circle) 0-7.9 8-15 15+
Race # _3 wind factor 8-14.9 =550 15+ =480
Boat Name Type Sail # PHRF Start Time Finish Time Elapsed time wind factor Corrected time Place

( Times to be recorded in 24 hour clock format )
Class "A" Boats phrf <180
Eagle EXP 27 29 132 0.0000 0.0000
Chaos 0LS30 30815 96 16| 39| 30| |18 0O 6 1.3433 600 1.4244 1
Apres Ski Moore 24 61 156 16| 39| 30| |18] 7| 14 1.4622 600 1.4274 2
Expressway EXP 27 57 132 16| 39| 30| |18 6| 20 1.4472 600 1.4591 3
Zoom Zoom Melg 24 350 84 16| 39| 30| |18] 1| 12 1.3617 600 1.4692 4
Diane EXP 27 0 132 16| 39| 30| |18 10| 40 1.5194 600 1.5319 5
Yankee Air Pirate |OLS 30 77225 96 16| 39| 30| | 18] 11| 20 1.5306 600 1.6229 6
The Phoenix EXP 27 116 132 16| 39| 30| |dnf 0| O 600 7
OVER ALL

Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 total

Chaos 1 1 1 3
Apres Ski 2 4 2 8
Zoom Zoom 4 2 4 10
Diane 3 5 5 13
Yankee Air Pirate 5 3 6 14
Expressway 6 6 3 15
The Phoenix 7 7 7 21
14 www.tahoewindjammers.com
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SAILBOAT SINKS IN SOUTH LAKETAHOE

FOUR MEN CREW SAVED
By:Vic Beelik
On Wednesday night June 25 the South Lake Tahoe Windjammers Yacht club started
their scheduled “BEER CAN” race in moderate to strong winds. About ten boats started
the race and headed for the windward mark at Camp Richardson. As the race progressed

wind speed increased and as usual on Tahoe the wind direction shifted back and forth
causing changes in position.

windward mark most of the boats se-

spinnakers even though the wind speed

knots. “MEIERS RUN”, a Santana 22
Meiers, was one of the first boats round-

After rounding the
lected to raise their
increased to 15 to 20
skippered by Mort
ing the windward ;
spinnaker, but the boats behind them were flying their
chutes and were __ gaining on them so the crew voted to
raise their chute. " With the spinnaker flying, the boat
started to “plane” at high speed in the strong breeze.

Nearing the leeward mark, “MEIERS RUN” found herself in second place with only the
“EAGLE”, an Express 27, ahead of them rounding the mark. Skipper of “MEIERS
RUN” gave the order to drop the spinnaker in preparation to round the approaching
mark and head back for the finish line.

Just when the crew was ready to drop the chute, a strong gust with a wind shift and a
strong gust hit the boat causing it to broach and the boat took a knock down with the
spinnaker still attached. As the boat’s mast hit the water the gunwale was under water
and water started to pour in the cockpit and down the companionway filling the interior
with water. The companionway boards used to close the entry were stored down below.
An attempt to let the spinnaker sheet and halyard go failed and as the boat broached and
knocked flat in the water, the crew found themselves in the cold water. Soon after that,
the boat turned “turtle” and started to sink. At first, two of the
crew tried to right the boat by stand-
ing on the keel with no success. Ap-

~ parently there was so much water in
the interior that the boat started sink-
ing bow first and sank in 300 feet of
Lake Tahoe’s frigid water.

Thanks to the skipper’s suggestion all four crewmembers were wearing Type III life jack-
ets keeping them afloat.

Three of the crew wore automatic inflatable life jackets. One crew member wore a type
III Life-vest.

(Continued on page 16)

&
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(Continued from page 15)

The Express 27 ’EAGLE “leading the fleet and sailing toward the finish line observed
the “knockdown” and the crew abandoning their boat. The “Eagle” turned around and
headed back to the scene of the accident

On the way to the scene the “EAGLE” deployed a boarding ladder ready to help a vic-
tim board the vessel. As they neared the scene they noticed that the one of the victim,
wearing an inflatable life jacket, seemed to be struggling so one of the Eagle’s crew wear-
ing a life vest jumped overboard to help the victim. Once aboard, the victim was ushered
below and covered up with blankets to keep him warm.

Another Express 27 skippered by Mike Robinson, the “EXPRESSWAY?”, still sailing
downwind dropped their spinnaker and proceeded under sail to other victims swimming
in the water. The express 27 has a reverse transom so the EXPRESSWAY’s skipper decid-
ed to sail past the persons in the water and head upwind stopping the boat so the victims
were at the boat transom making it easier to pull the victims out of the cold water. As
they approached the scene they threw a “Life Sling” (horseshoe buoy with a line at-
tached) to the victim allowing the rescuers to tow the victim to the boat. Two crew mem-
bers were rescued by “EXPRESSWAY “in this manner.

The 34 foot Benateau “MON AMOUR?”, skippered by Leon Malmond, dropped their
sails and proceeded under power to assist in the rescue operation. As they approached the
scene they also deployed a boarding ladder. Mort Meier saw the boarding ladder, he
swam and reached for it and climbed aboard the “MON AMOUR?”. Once aboard and
safely below he removed his wet garments and covered himself, now shivering, with tow-
els and blankets.

The USCG Station received a MAYDAY call. The excursion boat “SAFARI ROSE *,
while cruising with guests aboard, heard the call over the radio. She changed course and
headed toward the scene of distress.

Thanks to the quick reaction
crew of “MEIERS RUN” were
“MEIERS RUN” is now rest-
hoe in about 300 feet of water.

of fellow racing boats, all four
rescued without any injuries.
ing on the bottom of Lake Ta-

HIND SIGHT: Rightsand =~ = Wrongs

Rights:

e The crew of “MEIERS RUN” was wearing life jackets. Life jackets will not only keep you afloat
but in cold water such as Tahoe it will prevent death due to involuntary gasp.

e Crews on other boats in the race were keeping a lookout and reacted in time to help the victims.

e Boats were equipped with gear such as boarding ladders, “Life Sling” which helped to recover
men from the water.

¢ Blankets, towels were available on the rescue vessels. This helped to warm up victims, once
aboard, and prevented hypothermia.

e The vivid yellow color of inflatable jackets made the observance and tracking of the victims in
the water easy.

43&
a@p (Continued on page 17)
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(Continued from page 16)

e Expressway’s skipper Mike Robinson estimates that the recovery of the two victims by his crew
took approximately eight minutes including maneuvering his boat.

Wrongs:

e “MEIERS RUN” companionway cover boards should have been in place which could have pre-
vented the sinking.

e Jumping overboard to help victims. Going overboard puts another person at risk. Going over-
board to help a victim should be a last resort type action. If someone jumps overboard to help the
rescue effort the person should have a line attached and tied to the boat.

e The crew of “MEIERS RUN” once in the water should have stayed huddled together to conserve
energy and prevent hypothermia.

e The decision to put up a spinnaker on small vessels in heavy wind conditions is questionable, but
not necessarily wrong.

e Radio watch. There is no record of any radio communication between boats participating in the
race or with Coast Guard Station Tahoe.

e  Where was the committee boat? The committee boat could act as the coordination center in such
an event.

e Too many boats sailing in a close the vicinity of the accident making the rescuers job difficult.
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LAKE TAHOE WINDJAMMERS YACHT
CLUB
P.O. BOX 10466
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, CA 96158

Phone: (530) 542-3641

Fax: (530) 542-3641
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www.tahoewindjammers.com

SUNBEAM BLIND CO,, INC.
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(530) 544~6970

KURT and LAURA RASMUSSEN CA License #727232
\ Serving South Lake Tahoe, Callforma and Nevada since 1994
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